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This plan reflects the direction and guidelines provided by the ROCKY MOUNTAIN INTERAGENCY WILDFIRE PREVENTION and CLOSURE GUIDELINES adopted by the ROCKY MOUNTAIN Coordination Group in May 1996.  This plan will apply to all wildland administrative agencies within the state of Wyoming  
DISCLAIMER:  
Restriction orders are not one size fits all documents we understand that each agency will have to prepare and sign their own version of their restriction order.  The information contained in this plan is only intended to enhance coordination between entities, while providing decision support, and consistent messaging to the best of its abilities.   
[bookmark: _Toc341690795]PURPOSE:

The purpose of fire restrictions is to reduce the risk of human-caused fires during periods of unusually high fire danger and/or burning conditions.  Fire restrictions impose many limitations on the public, and therefore should be implemented only after all other prevention measures have been taken. These measures include, but are not limited to: increasing the number of prevention signs, public contacts, media campaigns, etc. Fire restrictions should be considered when high to extreme fire danger is predicted to persist. Other considerations are the level of human-caused fire occurrences being experienced, firefighting resources available, potential high-risk occasions (4th of July, etc.), and large fire activity occurring on a unit or within the Region.  Fire restrictions should not be considered the primary prevention program and all other alternatives should be taken prior to considering fire restrictions.
Emergency closures have an extreme impact on the public, industry and fire agencies, and are discouraged except under the most severe conditions. Closures should be implemented only in situations where the public’s safety cannot be guaranteed.  Closures are not justified by fire danger alone, but should be driven by the potential for risk to life safety due to extreme fire behavior, high potential for human-caused fires, severe shortages of resources, and numerous large fires.
GOAL:
To achieve a coordinated effort by all land management agencies within the State Of Wyoming to enhance communications between local, state and federal agencies in the planning and movement into and out of fire restrictions throughout the Rawlins Interagency Dispatch Center Zone.  


OBJECTIVES:
1. Develop a plan which standardizes and simplifies the process for initiating and rescinding fire restrictions for all agencies in Wyoming which have jurisdiction for public, state and/or private lands.  
2. Establish fire restriction areas which have common fuels, fire behavior  characteristics,  easily  identifiable  and describable boundaries, and  which  enter  the  upper  levels  of fire danger periods at approximately the same time., and associate these areas to non-federal lands.
3. Function as a step down plan to the Wyoming State Wide Fire Restriction plan.  Therefore this plan will outline the procedures for reporting fire restriction information that is unique to the Casper interagency dispatch zone to the Wyoming State wide plan.  The State wide plan will intern outline the procedures for posting fire restriction information as a single source location for the public to view. 
4. Provide guidance for Stage one, two and three, or Full of Partial Restrictions that are interagency acceptable, understandable, by the public and are legally enforceable, with respect the each agencies policies.
5. Develop a standard, measurable, and predictive fire danger criterion that provides managers for each agency decision support for when and where to initiate or remove restrictions, on lands within their jurisdiction.
6. Develop clear language within the restriction so the public has a better understanding on closure areas and what is allowed and not allowed across jurisdictional boundaries with the state of Wyoming.  
7.  Provide clear guidance where the public can view current fire restriction in the state of Wyoming. 
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PROCESS FOR CLOSURES:
When fire danger/behavior threatens firefighter and public safety, the Land Administrators can implement large-scale closures.  These large-scale closures may involve multiple areas and/or multiple jurisdictions.  Implementation, rescission, and public notification of these closures will be coordinated through all land agencies administrators in the proposed closer areas.
Area closures covering a small area will be used when safety of the public and/or firefighters is a concern.  These closures are typically warranted when there is an ongoing incident and/or extreme fire conditions. The closures will be coordinated with all land agencies in the impacted Area and adjacent Areas should be informed.   Exemptions to incident related closures will be authorized by the Agency Administrator, FMO, Fire Warden and the Incident Commander. 
AUTHORITIES:
Forest Service

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]For Closures
36 CFR 261.52(e) – Going into or being upon an area
For Restrictions
36, CFR 261.50 – Fire
General that applies to both restrictions and closures
16 USC 551 and 18 USC 3559 and 3571 – Violation/Penalties
36 CFR 261.51 – Posting Requirements

Bureau of Land Management

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701, et seq.),
Sections 302(b) and 301(a) 43, CFR, Part 9210 (Fire Management) 43, CFR, Part 9212 (Wildfire Prevention)

National Park Service

Campfires - 36 CFR 2.13 (c)
Smoking - 36 CFR 2.21 (a)
Fireworks - 36 CFR 2.38 (b)
Penalties - 36 CFR 1.5 (a) (1), 1.5 (a) (2), and 1.3 (a)

Fish and Wildlife Service

A. Protection Act of September 20, 1922 (42 Stat. 857; 16 U.S.C. 594) Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to protect, from fire, lands under his/her jurisdiction and to cooperate with other Federal agencies, States, or owners of timber.
D. National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, as amended by the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 and the Refuge Recreation Act of 1962.(80 Stat. 927)(16 U.S.C. 668dd-668ee)(16 U.S.C. 460k-460k4). Governs the administration and use of the National Wildlife Refuge System.
G. Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of October 29, 1974 et seq. (88 Stat. 1535; 15 U.S.C. 2201) as amended. Authorizes reimbursement to State and local fire services for costs incurred in firefighting on Federal property. 
Sections 302(b) and 301(a) 43, CFR, Part 9210 (Fire Management) 43, CFR, Part 9212 (Wildfire Prevention)

State of Wyoming, Counties:  
ARTICLE 3 - AREAS OF EXTREME FIRE DANGER
35-9-301.� Closing area upon recommendation of county fire warden:
When, upon recommendation of the county fire warden, a board of county commissioners deems the fire danger in a given area of the county to be extreme, because of drought, the presence of an excessive amount of inflammable material or for any other sufficient reason, the board of county commissioners may close the area to any form of use by the public or may limit such use upon recommendation of the county fire warden. This closing shall include prohibition of any type of open fire for such period of time as the board of county commissioners may deem necessary and proper. The county fire warden shall notify the Wyoming state forester of any type of fire closure or the lifting of any type of fire closure under this section.
35-9-302.� Access of residents to home or property; contents of order of proclamation:
Provided however, that nothing in W.S. 35-9-301 through 35-9-304 and no order of a board of county commissioners shall prohibit any person residing within the area from full and free access to his home or property, nor prevent any legitimate use thereof by the owner or authorized personnel on ordinary day to day business or lessee of such property. The order of proclamation closing or limiting the use of said area shall set forth the exact area coming under the order, the date on which the order shall become effective, and if deemed advisable, the authority from which permits for entry into said area may be obtained.
35-9-303.� Rules:
The board of land commissioners shall promulgate rules as are necessary to require county fire wardens and boards of county commissioners to carry out the purposes of W.S. 35-9-301 through 35-9-304, and provide for proper notice to the public.
35-9-304.� Illegal entry or use:
Any entry into or use of any area in violation of this act shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisonment in the county jail for not to exceed thirty (30) days or both the fine and imprisonment. 

Baseline Fire Restrictions:
Baseline Fire Restrictions are the standard restrictions that are always in effect as determined by a management unit’s year round orders or an agencies laws and regulations. Baseline fire restrictions can be agency and management unit specific and will be listed in the unit’s specific restriction order or in the Restriction coordination Area level operating plan.  
Discharging, or using any kind of fireworks, tracer ammunition, exploding targets or other incendiary devices in any location on federal land is always prohibited.  Approved spark arresting device is required for all internal combustion engines on federal lands. 

FWS:
NO open fires allowed on FWS Lands. 
State of Wyoming:
No open fires allowed on State lands excepted in designated and signed state administered camp grounds 
USFS:

NPS:

BLM: No discharging or using any kind of fireworks, tracer ammunition, exploding targets or incendiary devices on BLM administered lands.  Approved spark arresting device is required for all internal combustion engines. Burn, ignite or cause to burn any tire, wire, magnesium, or any other hazardous or explosive material.

PROCEDURES FOR INITIATING OR RESCINDING FIRE RESTRICTIONINITIATION:
1. When the factors identified in the FIRE RESTRICTION EVALUATION GUIDELINES approach critical levels for an area, begin considering the initiation of a fire restriction.   All affected parties to include federal and nonfederal cooperators will monitor changes in conditions as they occur throughout fire season.
2. When  conditions  are  identified  as  critical, the Fire Management  representatives  within  the  fire  management area  will confer,  review conditions,  recommend that a fire restriction is necessary for their area of responsibility and include a start date.
3. When an agency applies a restriction, they will coordinate with the other agencies and the respective Public Information Officers responsible for the media notification   in developing a schedule and plan for public notification.
4. The Rawlins, Casper, Teton Dispatch Center will be notified of the impending restriction. They will disseminate current information as appropriate to other Centers, the Wyoming fire restriction web master (named within the Wyoming State fire restriction plan) and to RMACC.
5. Each respective agency will be responsible for assuring their appropriate Orders and Restrictions, that authorize the special fire restrictions, are properly completed and signed by the authorizing Officer.
6. Law  enforcement  personnel  for  each  agency  should have an opportunity to review  the  Orders to assure they are correctly completed  within  their  guidelines  and  enforceable  prior to public  release.  Law enforcement and fire personnel should jointly develop a plan to enforce the restrictions.
7. The Information Officer with responsibility for that fire restriction area will organize and initiate the media notification plan.
8. Each agency will post signs and notifications according to their guidelines to inform the public of the restrictions. Additional patrols may be initiated in high risk-high value areas.
9. Each agency will inform its personnel of the restrictions being enacted and discuss changes in their daily routine to compensate for the increased fire danger. Those responsible for public contact will be provided with a copy of the restrictions and appropriate map.	
10. Public Information Officers for each agency are responsible for notifying the public, through media in their area. Public and or industry can find the status of fire restrictions for any area within Wyoming at the following Web site.  https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/wsfd-fire-information/fire-restrictions-map   and http://firerestrictions.us/

RESCINDING A RESTRICTION:
Removing of the restrictions will follow the same procedures outlined above as the critical elements diminish.	
Fire restriction Evaluation Guidelines:
When weather factors or fire suppression impacts become a concern, the following criteria will be used to determine if a Fire Restriction should be considered by area. Use the provided links for evaluating weather data and NFDRS indices in each Fire Restriction Area to make determination.  Federal Agency’s will whenever possible include federal lands by county  




	Albany County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM09 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 293/296

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
	



[image: \\ilmwyrl3ds1\rl\users\jliday\My Documents\My Pictures\09_erc.jpg]

	Carbon County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM08 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 279

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Fremont County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM08 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 283

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Laramie County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM24 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 292

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Lincoln County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM07 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 414

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Sublette County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM07 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 278

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Sweetwater County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM07 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 279

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Teton County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM01 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 415

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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	Unita County

	
	Restriction factor
	Y/N

	1
	ERC at 90th percentile or above on the RM07 sig

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_map.htm
	

	2
	Adjective fire danger rating is forecast to be very high or above on ECHETA Raws

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2cpc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/didxfor.pdf

	

	3
	Fires impacting local resource

	

	4
	Are receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human caused fires

	

	5
	Adverse fire weather conditions predicted to continue  for zone 277

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/riw/firewx/
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1. 3 day mean energy release component (ERC) is at   90% or above.
1.  Fires are impacting available resources
1.  Adjective Fire danger Rating is Very High or above
1.  Area is receiving a higher than normal occurrence of human-caused fires*
1. Adverse fire weather is predicted   

PROCESS FOR IMPLEMENTING
COUNTY FIRE RESTRICTIONS

At least 3 criteria are met, consider stage I restrictions
At least 4 criteria are met, consider stage II after stage I restriction have been in place. 
Consider Stage III all criteria are met and see note below**





















*High human caused risk may include holidays, such as the 4th of July or Labor Day or   special events such as country fairs and hunting seasons.
**Stage III-area closures are extremely rare events, and will only be implemented in extraordinary situations, after significant interagency coordination.




RESTRICTION STAGES:
By Rocky Mountain Coordination Group direction, there are three fire restriction Stages. Each Agency in the Fire Restriction Area must write their own Special Order which authorizes the restrictions within their jurisdiction. Each is responsible for using their agencies format and having their Law Enforcement personnel review the Order to assure it is legally correct and enforceable.  To reduce confusion and standardize the restrictions, the following criteria will be used in all Orders

STAGE ONE RESTRICTIONS OR PARTIAL:
The following acts are prohibited on Federal, State, and private lands including roads, and trails described herein, until further notice:

1.  Trash or refuse fires between the hours of 6:00 am and 8:00 pm. except inside containers provided with spark arresters and located within a cleared area ten feet in radius. 

2.  Building or using any open fire or camp fire, except within agency provided fire grates at developed campgrounds, or within fully enclosed stoves, grills, or in stoves using pressurized liquid or gas. 

3.  Charcoal fires within enclosed grills are permitted.

4.  Use of acetylene cutting torches or electric arc welders, except in cleared areas ten feet in radius.

5.  Propane or open fire branding activities in cleared areas ten feet in radius are permitted.

6.  Smoking cigarettes, except within an enclosed vehicle, building, developed recreation site or while stopped in a cleared area of at least three feet in diameter that is barren and cleared of all flammable material.

7.  Operating a chainsaw without a properly installed USDA or SAE approved spark arresting device, a five pound fire extinguisher and a shovel.

8.  Using explosives requiring fuses or electric blasting caps.

STAGE TWO RESTRICTIONS OR FULL:
All open fires and campfires are prohibited except petroleum-fueled stoves, lanterns and heating devices that meet the underwriter’s specifications for safety are permitted.

Smoking is restricted to enclosed vehicles and buildings.

All chainsaws and other internal combustion engines, including motorcycles and ATV’s, must have spark arresting devices that are properly installed and in working order.

Use of explosives is prohibited
Use of welding and cutting torch devices is prohibited.

Individual agencies may further restrict commercial activities not included in this plan such as construction, logging or oil and gas operations.

STAGE THREE RESTRICTIONS (USFS ONLY):
Stage three restrictions constitute the restriction of access to the full closure of public lands within the declared area.
General Exemption to the Above Stages:
Persons with a written permit that specifically authorizes the otherwise prohibited act.
Persons conducting activities in those designated areas where the activity is specifically authorized by written posted notice.
Any Federal, State or Local officer or member of an organized rescue or firefighting force in the performance of official duty.
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